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[25] CHAP. III

OF THE GENERAL STATE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THESE
COUNTRIES.

URVEYING from afar the progress of Chris-
tianity in New France, and especially among
the Hurons, it seemed to me, in very truth, a
special work of divine Providence. But I have been
far more strongly confirmed in this idea since I have
had a nearer view of it. Who would not have said,
when our Fathers first arrived in this country, that
it would be best for those who could do so to estab-
lish themselves in the chief and more important local-
ities, as we are now? But if that had been done,
what could we have accomplished there,— having no
idea of the language or experience therein, and no
knowledge of the customs of the country and the dis-
position of the Barbarians? It is very probable that,
having nothing else which could give us a foothold
in the understanding and esteem of these Savages,
we would have incurred so general contempt [26]
throughout the country, that we could with difficulty
have recovered therefrom, or for a long time have
been in a position to give efficient aid to these peo-
ple. And, indeed, I do not know if this were not
the reason why the people of the place where we
first fixed our residence profited so little.
God so arranged matters, then, that we were
obliged to settle at first in a little corner of the coun-
try, where we forged the arms necessary for war,—



